
 City of Faribault: Journey to 2040  
“Shaping our Future” 
Downtown Steering Committee (DSC) Meeting #2 - Meeting Minutes 
Meeting Purpose: Review results from the Downtown Design Charrette   
Meeting Date: August 30th, 2018  Time: 6:00 – 8:00pm 
Location: Faribault City Hall – 1st Floor  
 

Meeting Goals: 

• Overview of Community Forum #1 Meeting: Downtown – Responding to Change 
• Overview of the Pop-Up Activities Downtown 
• Review design concepts developed during the Design Charrette Downtown 

 
DSC Attendees: John Carlander, Ron Dwyer, Janna Viscomi, Royal Ross, Kara Sheesley, Ann Vohs, Mike Richie 
City Staff: Dave Wanberg, Tim Murray, Paul Peanasky, and Deanna Kuennen  
Consultant Staff: Jay Demma, John Slack, and Samantha McKinney 
 
 
Meeting Overview: 

Overview of Community Forum #1 Meeting & Pop-Up Activities  

Jay presented an overview of the Community Forum #1 Meeting (Downtown: Respond to Change) held on August 23rd at South 
Central Community College and the Pop-Up Activities held on August 16th at various locations downtown.  

Overview of Design Themes Discussed During the Downtown Design Charrette  

Jay presented an overview of the activities that occurred during the design charrette, held on August 15th and August 16th at 206 
Central Ave. Five major themes from the charrette activities were presented: Engaging the River, Multi-Modal Connectivity to 
Downtown, Public Realm, Housing, and Parking. Drawings and imagery for each of these themes were presented. 

Concepts for Engaging the River 

Overall, the DSC were in favor of the development proposed along the river. The recreational area north of the public works site 
was very favorable. Janna expressed concern about the visual quality of a 4-story building south of the viaduct. She also had 
general concern about the amount of parking for the proposed facilities along the river. She suggested moving the buildings and 
placing parking instead. She also suggested having recreation for young children in the area. The group had a discussion about 
moving the Faribault House closer to downtown. Collectively, the DSC agreed that moving it would reduce its historical 
importance but the current site could benefit from some supporting amenities such as restrooms and picnic tables.  

Concepts for Multi-Modal Connectivity to Downtown 

The DSC agreed that green routes and better stormwater infrastructure is a good thing for the downtown plan. Bike paths were 
not a priority but it’s good to accommodate them into the plan. 

Concepts for Public Realm 

The group discussed the merits of reverse angle parking. Those who have experienced it in other communities felt like it was 
generally a good solution. If they are installed, education for the community would be very important. The alley activation 
concepts and pop-up storefront retail concepts were well received.  

Concepts for Housing 

The DSC agreed that the type of housing presented would be a good addition to the downtown. The group discussed the 
importance of keeping up the existing housing stock downtown, as it too is vital to the success of the area.  



Concepts for Parking 

Walkshed analysis was presented. The group discussed the importance of supporting businesses along the walksheds. They 
collectively liked the improvements made the edges of parking areas and felt it would help improve the public realm.  

 

 

P+W believes that this document accurately reflects the business transacted during the meeting. If any attendee believes that 
there are any inconsistencies, omissions or errors in the minutes, please notify Jay Demma at 612.851.5016 or 
jay.demma@perkinswill.com 
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